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headed by Ken Herger, will present the program when the Patterson Township
Historical Society holds its annual meeting on Sunday, March 11. The meeting
will be held at the society’s new Research Center at 110 N. El Circulo
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The Barnstormers Will Present
Annual PTHS Meeting March 11, 2018

An interesting program about
the collecting of antique farm
equipment is planned for the
annual meeting of the Patterson
Township Historical Society.

That meeting will be held at 2
p.m. on Sunday, March 11, at the
society’s Research Center at 110
N. El Circulo. The center is named
in memory of the late Lt. Col. John
V. Azevedo and officially opened
early last year. All society
members and others interested in
this unique program are invited to
attend.

Ken Herger, head of a newly
formed group calling itself The
Barnstormers and himself curator
of farm equipment for the society,
is in charge of the program. Ken
has organized an energetic group
of volunteers who have been
working weekends on antique farm
equipment, most lately at the
Bettencourt equipment museum at
the intersection of Highway 132
and River Road. Photos of their extensive work will be presented at the meeting, after which refreshments will
be served.

Assisting Herger with the program will be West Sider Henry Bettencourt. His father Eddie and uncle Frank
Bettencourt came here to farm in the early 1960s, and it was Frank who founded the museum that houses
several dozen pieces of antique equipment – much of which has been restored to running condition.

Ken said he will detail plans for future activities of The Barnstormers and will recognize key members.

General Meeting

Sunday, March 11, 2:00 p.m.

Patterson Township Historical Research Center

Remember: Daylight Savings Time begins that Sunday morning.



President’s Message

It’s hard to believe that it is time again for our annual membership event.  It is being held
on March 12, 2018 at 2:00 in our new Resource Center.

This year we are featuring our recently established group affiliated with the Patterson
Township Historical Society.  They are called “The Barnstormers”.  Several have formed a
group of very enthusiastic local men interested in saving and restoring old farm equipment that
has been donated to the group to display at their new farm equipment museum located on
River Road and Highway 132.

The Bettencourt family has donated the use of one of their facilities to be used as the
museum.  They have also donated much of their old farm equipment for display.

Ken Herger will head the presentation.  A Bettencourt family member will also speak about
their history in the Patterson/Westley area.  

 I’m sure you will find the presentation both informative and very interesting and learn
more facts on the history of the Bettencourt family farming. 

Did you know:  The Central Valley is one of the world’s largest productive agricultural
regions.  More than 230 crops are grown here.

Linda Briggs, President

Spokes is a quarterly newsletter of the

PATTERSON TOWNSHIP
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P. O. Box 15, Patterson, CA 95363

Editor: Faye Hill
All rights to republication are reserved. Permission to quote or use material
herein should be obtained in writing.

MEMBERSHIP
Any person interested in the history of this area

who applies for membership in any classification and
who tenders the necessary dues may become a member.
Annual Dues:

Household . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.00
Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100.00
Life Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150.00
Annual dues are payable as of January 1st each year

and are tax deductible.  Dues will include mailed copies
of The Gateway and Spokes newsletters to each
membership.

2017-2018 PTHS Officers
and Project Leaders

Linda Briggs, President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 892-7176
Carol Scoles, Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . 892-6068
Faye Hill, Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 892-6533
Chris Dennis, Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . 415-850-3022
Phil Breasher, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 892-6714

Carole Dompe, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 614-6404
Kevin Nelson, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 631-9378
Vivian Ratliff, Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 892-5141

APPOINTED
Carol Scoles, Curator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 892-6068
Kenny Herger, Curator, Large Equipment .681-5604
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History Day for Students

Is March 17; Judges Sought

National History Day will be observed in Patterson on Saturday, March 17. The program is sponsored
annually by the Patterson Unified School District and the Stanislaus County Office of Education.

Display and presentations will be held at the Creekside Middle School. Volunteers are needed to judge
the entries of students from the fourth through the 12th grades in six different categories. Judges may select
preferred categories and will work on panels of two or three others to interview students, provide feedback
on projects, and select finalists according to the guidelines provided.

The categories are documentary, performance, exhibit, paper, website and poster. The later is open to
fourth and fifth grade students, while the other five categories may be entered by those in the sixth through
the 12th grades. Students may enter as individuals or as teams.

Registration and the training of judges will begin that day at 8:00 a.m., with a light breakfast being
served. Student presentations will run from 9:45 a.m. to 1 p.m., with the scoring announced at 2 p.m.

To volunteer: https://www.stancoe.org/webform/history-day-volunteer-form

State Museum Grant

Moves to 2nd Stage

Word has been received that the city of Patterson’s state grant application has moved on to its second

stage of approval.

The application would provide funds for renovation of the Center Building, the historic structure that
houses Patterson’s museum. The city owns the building and would match the funds provided by the state

through its CCHE Museum Grant Program.

A team of five state project employees visited Patterson on Feb. 26 to inspect the site and review the
application data with the city and society members. Xavier Guluarte is heading the grant application process

for the city, while society President Linda Briggs, museum Curator Carol Scoles, Director Vivian Ratliff and
Ron Swift are representing PTHS.

The review by the state includes the areas of museum programing, audience and outreach, community

involvement, partnerships and the cost estimate for the project.
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2017 Membership - *Life Member

Patterson
* Philip Alfano
* Drs Kent & Lisa Allen
* Jeffery E Arambel

Carole Acker Azevedo
* John Azevedo Dairy
* Andy & Eloise Barsamian
* Robert & Trisha Becker Barsamian
* Ken & Michele Moeller Bays
* Henry & Irene Goubert Bettencourt
* Denise Bickle
* Brian &  Denice Silveira Bingham

Mary Solario Brandt
* Phil & Tillie Avila Breasher
* Phyllis Breves

Linda Jackson Briggs
* John Bristow
* Rob & Sarah Brooks
* Larry & Joyce Buehner

Pat Gardiser Burch
German Camino

* Betty Carlson
Ramona Casado
Philip & Dee Cearley
Dan & Chris Collier
Barbara Goetz Cook
Robert & Joel Covolo

* Chuck & Sylvia Cox
Dick & Betty Day

* Norma Days
* Leroy & Tiffany Del Don
* Tyler Del Don
* Chris Dennis
* Kathy Dennis
* Mimi Cox Draper
* Betty Eberwein
* Henry Gordon Ellery
* Bob & Dorothy English

Carolyn English
* Paul & Denise Fantozzi

John L Farinha
* Paul and Margaret Friedrich

Agnese Friedrich
* Mary Chin Gong

John & Diana Gregory
* Elizabette Guecamburu

Bruce Guzmon
* Mike & Maryann Halseth
* Gloria Swanson Halseth
* Esther Garrett Hamilton
* Marsha Hamilton

Helen Lane Hansen
John & Anthea Wells Hansen
Barbara Hartsell

* Ken & Kathy Dodd Herger

* Frances Hicks
* Durwood Hicks
* Rhonda Hicks
* Dr. David & Lili Hilburn
* Harold & Faye Hill
* Vee Williams Hooper
* Tom Houk
* Harold Hove
* Keith & Amy Hussar

Don & Fran Huston
* Joyce Penny Ielmini
* Virginia Azevedo Iturreria
* Laurie Morgan Karp
* David & Stephanie Rogers Keller
* Bruce & Wendy Kelly
* Robert Kimball
* Dr Tom Klein
* Velma Kolding Klein
* George & Ruth Klopping
* Laurence Kolding
* Mark Kuhn
* Dr & Mrs Peter La Torre
* Mrs John Lanfranki
* Ellie Lanfranki
* J Paul Lara

John T Marci
* Ed & Mimi Maring
* Thomas & Nancy Maring
* Jon Maring

John Matteri
* James K Maya
* Nancee Maya
* Sandra McDowell
* George G. Macmaster
* Brenda Bingham Melo
* Robert & Carolyn Messer

C D Mitler
* Ken & Lorene Moeller

Reta Muller
* Michael & Rosanna Murata

Eun-joo Myung
* Kevin Nelson
* Scott Nelson
* Judy Noah
* Carol Gaspar Nunes
* Greg Nunes Realty

Shelly Perez
Alex Pino
Anthony & Vicky Plaza
Betty Prevostini
Wendi Briggs Ramirez
Vivian Ratliff
Sharon Reeves
Steve & Joyce Housewright Reichmuth

* Ron & Mary Ann Azevedo Rogers
Tom Rose
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* Dave & Kris Santos
Louisa Sarasqueta

* Fritz & Donna Carlson Schali
* Jonathan & Kristine Schali
* Al & Betty Ferry Scheuber

Joeseph Scheuber
* Evan & Katheryn Schut
* Elwood Schut

Gary & Carol Silveira Scoles
* Everett & Sandie Segoviano

Danny Silva
Delwyn & Madeline Silveira
Frank & Kathleen Stehli

* Ron & Kay Swift
* Howard & Melinda Sword
* Bruce Thompson
* Clay & Pam Thorkelson
* Jeff & Vicki Martin Torrison
* Dorothy Vieira

Ray & Bonnie Washburn
Pat Wells
Gene & June Alberti Wheeland
Jeffrey & Kathryn Whitney

* Mike & Pat Worley
Carolyn Inaudi Wortman

* Mike & Beverly Wright

Crows Landing

Zora Arredondo
Rose A. Beltran

* Karen Herger Crow
* Matt & Jill Goubert Crow

Carole Thorkelson Dompe
* Kathy Herger Pedrazzi

Perez Ranches
* Coleen Sanguinetti
* Carol Schuler

Westley

* Gene & Eleanor Bays
Jim & Cathy Bogdanich Cox

* Gloria Gordon Ellery
* Jerry  & Janine Goubert Farms
* Fred Lara
* Mike & Cathy Hector Mahaffey
* Peggy Perez

Ida Tucker
* Diana Gerber Wells

Other Stanilaus County

* Edith Adelman, Modesto
* Linda Torrison Alberta, Modesto

Mike & Virginia Alberti, Modesto
* Sharon Dittman Benson, Modesto
* Richard Bettencourt Farms, Vernalis
* Carl Crooker, Modesto

George & Mary Ann Freitas, Ceres
* David and Faine Graham, Modesto
* Kyle Herger, Vernalis
* Karl & Mary Kay Morris Herger, Vernalis
* Henry & Carol Homen, Modesto
* Marlene Hogan Jackson, Denair
* James J D Jeans, Modesto

Thelma B Kneass, Modesto
* Lynn Chin Lowe, Modesto

Lena & Edward Magee, Vernalis
Mrs Audine Massingill, Modesto
Dwana Dennius McGuigan, Modesto

* Mike McNaughton, Turlock
* Willie Parker, Turlock
* Jim Patrick, Modesto
* David & Lee Ann Crum Pires, Modesto

Conor Robertson, Manteca
* Edwina Rogers, Modesto
* Randy Angelo Rovedatti, Modesto
* Collin & Lisa Schut, Modesto
* Kathleen Carlson Smith, Turlock
* Jay Stewart, Modesto
* Mark Trinta, Modesto

Bill Whatly, Modesto

Other California

* Ruthann Thorkelson Baker, Newark
Frances Bravo Ballesiero, Ventura

* Beverly Riddle Beedie, Sacramento
Dolores Bertoloso, Concord

* Vico Bondietti, Arroyo Grande
* Jonathan Burke, Sacramento
* Robert L. Callahan, Jamestown

Jeff Camara, Gustine
* Betsy Mayfield Campbell, Sacramento
* Ward & Catherine Campbell, Sacramento

Joan Taylor Campbell, Sanger
Barbara Coffrin Cherron, Sacramento

* Calvin & Peggy Chin Chu, Waterford
Mary Caroline Chunn, San Francisco
Gary  Correia, Sacramento

* Rudy Covarrubias, Jr., Stockton
* Rodger Cripe, Murphys
* Marian Almquist Dahlgren, Selma
* Charles & Laurie Harrison Dayton, Nevada City
* Penny Docker, Fresno
* James J & Andrea Dritsas, Arroyo Grande
* John & Wendy Evans, Pacific Grove

Nelda Knutson Evans, Lake Almanor
* Mary Bessey Hawkins, San Francisco
* Gerald Hayton, Visalia

Janet Nelson Heffner, Citrus Heights
* John Herger, Stockton
* Joan Nelson Honebein, Fremont
* Marlene Hogan Jackson, Denair
* Barbara Keller, Santa Cruz
* William M Kelsay, Aptos
* John & Stephanie Kimball, Elk Grove  
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* Gary & Lynell Mahaffey Kirk, Richmond
* Michele Fink Knapp, Avila Beach
* David & Marian Knutson, Sun Valley
* Dr Ralph Koldinger, Sacramento
* Mary Lisa Perez Kuhn, Carmel
* David Lanfranki, Tracy

Betty Lindevald, Goleta
Blake Lindsey, Gustine

* Rita Hector Low, Manteca
* Edward Martins, Danville
* Doyle Mcelhern, Auburn
* Lynda Hagamann McGee, Laverne

Marie Del Nero Mudget, Fresno
* Judy Houk Murphy, Elk Grove
* Jacquelyn Stout Neil, San Diego

Jim Nunes, Los Angeles
Joseph  O'brien, Los Osos

* Donald Parker, Belmont
* Archie Parker, Sacramento

Samuel & Nitzi Phillips, Los Gatos
* Peter Pike, Greenbrae
* Charles Ralston, Novato

Dr Karl G Reimer, Fairfield
* Jody Jahn Tom Robertson, San Francisco

Sean Robertson, Tracy
Conor Robertson, Manteca

* Joann Costa Rodney, Merced
* Joe P Silva, Gustine

Patricia Snoke, Gustine
* Carol Stamenson, Walnut Creek
* Kirk Stangeland, Lodi
* Gale Stroud, San Jose

Dennis & Nadine Thornton, Lodi
* Barbara Torrison, Livermore
* Audrine Wehinger, St. Helena
* May Harrison Wreden, Livermore
* Ken Yamamoto, San Jose
* Peterson Family Vineyards, Woodbridge

Other States

* Sandy Hoessel Boyett, Columbia, MD
* Pat & Patty Brennan, Marquette, MI
* Kirk Campbell, Concord, MA

Robert & Judy Cowan, Goodyear, AZ
Susan Allen D'Ambrosio, Milford, CT
Zane & Margaret Dory, Fort Collins, CO

* Kathleen Fiege, Portland, OR
* Ellie Giles, Sierra Vista, AZ

Emerald & Carol Halseth, Pasco, WA
* Bill Harrison, Pahoa, HI
* Dorothy Deri Hubbard, New Brunswick, NJ
* Richard Kimball, Salem, OR
* Rick Kimball, Salem, OR
* Dee Lanphere, Chandler, AZ

Bruce Manuel, Kinder, LA
* Loretta Okel, Battle Ground, WA
* John Jay Patterson, Sarasota, FL
* Stuart & Betty Sorensen, Boulder, CO
* David & JoAnne Stewart, Sequim, WA
* Leanne Carlson Stone, Reno, NV
* Mary Pat Thompson, Asheville, NC
* Barbara J Thompson, Roseburg, OR
* James E Thompson, Portland, OR
* Justin W Patterson, Keizer, OR

Notice

General Membership dues are now payable.  A self-addressed envelope is enclosed for your
convenience.

If you have already paid, please ignore this message.
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Burta Houk Hicks Herger
August 13, 1937 - September 22, 2017

Burta was a member of the PTHS for more than 20 years.  As a member, she served on
the board, acted as treasurer and membership chairperson as well as many other tasks.

Her most important contribution to the organization was the work she did in cleaning
up and putting the historic files in order.  These files document the history of Patterson
and the people who have lived here.  They will be an invaluable resource for people who
come after us.  She spent many, many hours at this task – just weeks before her death she
was still involved.
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Tom Houk (with hat) checks out the mechanical workings of this John Deere at the
Bettencourt farm equipment museum on River Road

        

Visit the P.T.H.S. Website at: www.patterson-ca.com

Patterson Township

Historical Society
P. O. Box 15

Patterson CA 95363
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